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Ceylon People.

Thailand and Ceylon are not steangers. We
have had muny Buddhist missions exchanged in the
past centurics, We ave now on the G6th Buddhsit
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Mission here. Let us continue our friendship for a
long time to come.

In the name of the Buddhist Association of
Thailand and the ﬁpﬁ,sigﬁs, T wish yon all happiness
and every success.
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THAI PRINCESS WON KING’S PRIZE
FOR BUDDHIST BOOK

There were several women delegates amongst
the representatives of the 27 delegations which met
at the World Fellowship of Buddhists now conferring
in Ceylon. I was privileged to meet a few of them.
H.8.H. Princess Poon Diskul is one of the delegutes
from Thailand. Modest and unassuming, the prineess

i the authoress of soveral books and pamphlets ou



gle
Budadhism. It was the winning of the King's prize
in the “Bnddhist Juvenile Lesson Book Competition”’
which let her to take to literary work.

The Council of the Ingtitute which judged the
competition had deeided that, as the book which
would win the King’s prize would live in the history
of literary competitions, only work which reached a
gpecially high standard he considered for the award.

When the judging was concluded, and the name
of the winner announced by the secretary, it wuas
discovered to the surprise of the Council that the
author of the book (competitions were sent in under

an index number) was the Princess Poon Diskul.
PRIZE MONEY

With the 200 ticals she won as a prize, the
Princess gave 100 ticals towards the repair of the
Emerald Buddha’s temple, and the other 100 to the

building of a bridge across the river.

The book was a forerunner of several others



&on
She now spends her time writing in the mornings,
reading and studying in the afternoons, and visiting
at least, twice a week, the National Library in which
her father's books are housed.
‘“ A good deul of trouble in this world is caused
by people talking too much, and doing too little

1

constructive work ”’, thinks the princess.

She believes in girls working for their living
in a manner which helps them to be independent
with dgelf respect.

She maintains that children should be brought
up with a background of religion taught by simple

methods, till it becomes part ot their ordinary life.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE

Princess Diskul, when a young girl truvelled
in Europe with her father. She retaings happy
recollections of meeting Englund’s Royal Family at
Buckingham Palace; and the hosgpitality accorded them

by the French President in Paris.



£

She cherishes memories of her father, who
brought her up and was her life-long friend till he died.
He was the first Minister of Education under the
(0ld regime) mnew Constitution, und she has now
vifted his library of valuuble hooks, archeological,
historical, able books archeological, historical national
Library in his memory.

The Princess has rccently, on request, taken
up the tusk of helping with researchwork on the
ancient Nutional  Jances of  Siam, which they wre
now attempting to revive.
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Dear Friends,
When I was being asked to join this mission,
T did not not expect that I would come to meet
stuch au most interesting gathering, and such a lovely
hospitality. You are spoiling wus, and making us

hard to leave Ceylon.,
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Any way, 1 hope we will meet again some-where
and someday. Now let me say-
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