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49101302 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

KEY WORD : RAHU , NAVAGRAHA, NORTHEASTERN THAILAND, LAOS CULTURE
KHANITTHA MARKTAWEE : THE CONCEPT OF "RAHU" DEMON IN LAO

CULTURE IN NORTH-EASTERN THAILAND. INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR

ASST.PROF.JIRASSA KACHACHIVA, Ph.D.. . 164 pp.

The aim of this research is to study the concept of Rahu in Laos culture especially in
Northeastern Thailand. Rahu is one of the navagraha who is well-known in India and influenced
through out Southeast Asia for a long time. The nature phenomenon which concerned with Rahu
is “Lunar Eclipse”. An indigenous mythology of lunar eclipse of Tai group, include laos and
northeastern Thai, called “Frog eat moon” (Kop Kin Duen) apprented for long time witnessed by
the archaeological evidences. After the coming of Brahmanism and Buddhism in Southeast Asia,
they combined the beliefs about Rahu together. That’s why we found “Rahu”, in several forms,
decorated in temples and shrines of those two religions.

From the comparative study of the archaeological evidences, it indicate that forms of

Rahu in Northeastern Thailand linked with Laos culture especially in Luang Prabang and Vientiane.
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