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ABSTRACT

This Thesis is intended to study on "The Religious Belief and
Iconography of Gaqeéa Found in Thailand" based on literary and archaeology
evidence. A lot of evidence on Gaqeéa has been found since before the Thai
period up to the present time. In the past we had accepted this religious
belief directly from Indian merchants, around the 7th century AD., by
accepting Gaqeéa as Lord of Obstacles and Success. The evidence of Brah-
man religion in the Southern Thailand is very interesting and is the oldest
ever found. Formerly, the iconography of Gaqeéa had the Indian artistic
style, especially Southern India during the reign of Chola dynasty (around
the lOth.—ll'th century A.D.) Later, the belief in Gaqeéa and the iconography
of him in Thailand had been slightly changed by the influence of the cultural
arts from other countries. The most influential &éne was the Khmer, which
especially the Bayon artistic style around the 12‘“ century A.D., were
found in the North East, the East, and some parts of central Thailand.

The belief passed from the Khmer was that Gaqeé% being respected as Lord

of Arts.

The Northern part of Thailand had the least influence from the



Brahman Religion. Until around the 15th century A:D. that they and received
the influence of the Brahman religion from Tibet and Burma, who respected
Gaqegg as the lower God or as "Davalapala" (a door keeper). At present we
respect and accept Gaqeég as Lord of Arts, slightly different from the
khmer's and the former belief that Gaqeéa was the Lord of Obstacles. The

iconography had changed to the Javanese artistic style.

In conclusion, from the study on this subject, the belief in Gaqeéé
in Thailand, eventhough has split,especially in the status of Lord of Arts'
at present, are still connected with the old belief that Gaqeéé was the
Lord of Obstacles. Obviously, the belief does not effect the iconography
of Gaqeéa in Thailand, especially at the present time. From the study we
also know that the earlist sculpture of Gaqeéa found in Thailand, which
may be the earlist in South East Asia, would be the sculpture from Barhi

manical shrine (Bangkok) No.l which dated about 7th century A.D.
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