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50101204 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

KEY WORD : THAI RAMAYANA/MURAL PAINTING IN THE NORTHEASTERN REGION
TEERANUN  VICHAIDIT : ICONOGRAPHY OF THE CHARACTERS IN THE

NORTHEASTERN THAI RAMAYANA, DEPICTED ON THE MURAL PAINTING IN THE

NORTHEASTERN REGION DURING THE REIGNS OF KING RAMA VI-VIl. INDEPENDENT

STUDY ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. MAYUREE VEERAPRASERT. 208 pp.

The purpose of this research were to study iconography of the characters in the Thai
Ramayana depicted on the mural painting in the northeastern region during the reigns of king Rama
VI-VIl and to compare iconography of the characters in the Thai Ramayana in the northeastern
region and in Bangkok. Primary documents and secondary documents about Thai Ramayana in
Bangkok and the northeastern together with mural paintings in the northeastern region and Bangkok
region were studied and analyzed. However, the characters in Thai Ramayana in Buddha story
were not included.

The result led to conclusion that the mural paintings in northeastern were drawn upon
the plot of Ramayana Jataka,Phra Lak Phra Lam and Ramayana (King Rama I's version). The
mural paintings could be found at Sabuakeaw temple in Khornkaen province,Banyang temple and
Pharayrai temple in Mahasarakham province.These mural paintings were created by local artists.
The paintings were mainly based on the painter's imagination. - The paintings might not focus on
tradtional forms; nonetheless, the main content of literary work remained so that people could
understand it easily. Moreover, Dharm e-sarn letters were written to narrate the story. Although the
local artists learned how to paint from royal artists in Bangkok, they painted the mural paintings in the
northeastern region based on their imagination. This led to the difference between the characters
found in the the northeastern region and those found in Bangkok even they were both drawn from

the same version of King Rama I's Ramayana.

Department of Archaeology  Graduate School, Silpakorn University ~ Academic Year 2010
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